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11_1 . (S/NF)  An  Embassy  employee  provided  RSO  with  information 
from  a friend  who  had  just  deserted  from  the  Eritrean 
military.  Employee  stated  his  friend  had  been  assigned  to  an 
armored  or  mechanized  unit  near  the  town  of  Senafe,  located 
approximately  100  km  SE  of  Asmara.  The  soldier  told  employee 
his  unit  had  been  assembled  and  briefed  by  an  officer  on 
10/01/2007.  The  officer  said  war  was  imminent  and  that  he 
felt  the  unit  was  mentally  and  physically  prepared  for 
conflict  with  Ethiopia.  The  officer  acknowledged  that  the 
soldiers  had  been  underpaid  and  underfed  for  a long  time.  He 
also  stated  he  understood  their  national  service  had  been 
extended  longer  than  the  GSE  had  promised,  but  due  to  the 
security  situation,  they  could  not  be  demobilized.  Many 
soldiers  in  the  audience  told  the  officer  "they  knew  how  they 
would  react,"  implying  if  conflict  erupted,  they  would  either 
desert,  surrender  or  not  fight  against  the  Ethiopians.  The 
officer  responded  that  if  they  did  not  fight  against  the 
Ethiopians,  the  Ethiopians  would  invade  Asmara  and  rape  all 
of  their  female  relatives. 

1T2 . (S/NF)  Employee  stated  his  friend  deserted  on  10/03/07 
and  arrived  in  Asmara  on  10/07/07  where  he  is  currently 
living  with  his  family.  The  soldier  told  employee  that  there 
have  been  mass  defections  within  the  Eritrean  military,  and 
soldiers  are  fleeing  to  Ethiopia  on  a daily  basis.  Employee 
stated  he  has  seen  many  "deserted"  soldiers  in  Asmara  over 
the  last  few  weeks.  He  also  relayed  a rumor  the  GSE  plans  to 
conduct  house-to-house  searches  looking  for  deserters. 
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